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rience, freely use goods produced in their own countries and im-
pose customs duties as they think best on imported goods; for they
are not dependent on such goods. We in India lost even our free-
dom only because we abandoned swadeshL Though the Moghul
Emperors are in a sense regarded as foreigners, under their rule
India was not reduced to the plight which she is in today; for at
that time India flourished in trade and industry and even the
luxuries which surrounded the Emperors were the produce of
indigenous craftsmanship so that the country's wealth remained
in the country. The sight of our old monuments like the Taj
Mahal, the Kutub Minar, etc., cannot but recall to us the pros-
perity of our by-gone days, When we scrupulously fallow the law of
swadeshi, even British rule will cease to be foreign rule and will
become swadeshi rule. When we cease to import any goods from
outside, our relations with foreign countries will no longer be
based on considerations of self-interest but will be inspired by con*
cern for general welfare. Only when all the nations of the world
seek their welfare with a sense of kinship among themselves as among
members of a family, will England adopt such un attitude towards
us. We are not even able to follow our dharma of using swadeshi;
how, then, can we compare ourselves with England? Swadeshi
is our primary dharma; not to follow it and yet hope for India's
progress is like hoping to find a flower in the sky.
When swadeshi was introduced in Bengal, the people there
were not ready for it, nor the traders. The leaders then embarked
upon the task of spreading swadeshi far and wide among the
people, and gave it up, for, in the attempt to take too big a step,
they lost everything. We should embrace again what we have
abandoned all these 200 years. If we think of using everything
swadeshi all at once, the result will be that we shall succeed in
using none. I am placing before the people a programme which
they can assimilate and carry out If we start using only swadeshi
cloth, we shall prevent the loss of 60 crores of rupees to foreign
countries on that account. This will be no small gain,
The purest swadeshi vow will be to use cloth made out of
yarn spun, by one's wife, sisters and children in the home.
Even mill-made cloth cannot be treated as pure swadeshi, for
the yarn [used in it] is produced here and [finished] on costly
machines abroad with foreigners* intelligence. That means that
we are entirely dependent [in respect of mill-made cloth] on
foreign sources*
You will see at Narandas's shop on Thursday a stock of
goocls which will supply the cloth required to observe